
COMP 790-136 

Smart and Connected Systems 
 
Presentation Guideline 

 

 Prepare for a 30 – 40 min talk. You can use more time if you are the only speaker of the day. 

 Ask about 3-4 basic questions whose answers should be known to anyone who read the paper. You 

may ask a question, then get answers for one of more people, give them feedback and then your next 

few slides should explain your answer to that question. That way it will be more interactive. 

 Use examples instead of equations and boring text. Use less text, and more pictures, videos, block 

diagrams when possible.   

 Talk about the background in the beginning (define key terminologies, concepts; discuss related papers, 

state-of-the-art); 

 Discuss the motivation, applications, challenges (why hard? why simple techniques won't solve the 

problem).  

 State the problem as a thesis statement, describe sub-problems, and so on.   

 Explain the approach, interesting tricks; Use examples instead of equations and boring text.  

 Describe experimental setup; (what did they measure, what did they vary, and who did they compare 

with?)  

 Discuss only relevant results (not all of them); 

 Conclude with your own criticism; (what else could have been done? Was the experimental setup 

valid/sufficient? Do you believe in the system/results etc.) 

 Feel free to use slides from the authors if available. But modify (and give them proper credits)   

 

Synopsis Guideline 

 

 Synopsis is due on the day of presentation. Submit via Sakai.  

 The speaker will upload presentation slides instead of the synopsis. 

 Your synopsis will be a list of informative statements that you learnt by reading the text. The quickest 

way to do it to read the text, mark informative lines using something like a yellow marker, and then 

rewrite those sentences in your own words. Keep the statements simple and concise.    

 Once you have all the statements, if applicable, group them into categories, e.g., motivation, 

background, problem, existing solutions, proposed solution, pros, cons, results, limitations, etc.     

 

Lab Guideline 

 

 Bring your Arduino to every lab class. Even if you are not using Arduino, you may need it for other 

purposes (e.g. to power a circuit).  

 Zip a picture/video of your circuit and all source codes together, and submit the zip file via Sakai.  


